Despite the misperception that dermatology is primarily a medical rather than surgical specialty, dermatologists have pioneered surgical procedures since early in the previous century. Advances in cancer surgery have included the concept of 100% microscopic margin control as intrinsic to cure and include numerous other topical and minimally invasive modalities. In the aesthetic arena, not only lasers, fillers, and toxins, but hair transplants, sclerotherapy, endovenous laser treatments, tumescent liposuction, and dermabrasion have been created and perfected by dermatologists.

We are equally fortunate that dermatology has been at the forefront of diversity in medicine. At present, dermatology is among the medical specialties with the highest proportion of female resident physicians. It is also a golden age for dermatologic surgery fellowship training. In 2019, almost 100 residents, or about one fourth of all graduating dermatologists, will go on to complete Mohs or cosmetic surgery fellowships.

Women have long been luminaries in dermatologic surgery. Since June Robinson and Elizabeth McBurney paved the way, female dermatologic surgeons have been visionary leaders and extraordinary mentors for the next generation of surgeons. As we can see in this issue, the legacy continues. Women dermatologic surgeons are ever more active, numerous, and impactful, refining cutting edge therapies for a range of complaints that are important to both men and women. We are all the beneficiaries of this impressive work.Unlabelled Image
